Endocytosis in adenosine triphosphate-depleted erythrocytes.
The extent of membrane invagination or endocytosis in intact erythrocytes was quantified by measuring the loss of acetylcholinesterase activity. Primaquine-induced endocytosis was completely inhibited in ATP-depleted cells. However, chlorpromazine and vinblastine were capable of inducing membrane invagination in depleted cells. With both drugs, the loss of enzyme activity was less than that measured in fresh cells. We conclude that drug-induced endocytosis is not necessarily an energy-dependent process.